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Commissioners: I'm writing in anticipation of your discussion on Wednesday regarding Commercial Water-Based Charter Boat 
and Tour Operators Task Force Report. I don't  have financial interests in charter or tour boats and I am not representing the 
views of any entity -- just the comments of a guy who knows too much and cares too much about the Myakka River. Allow me 
to make several points:

 

The Wild and Scenic Myakka River is not mentioned in the task force's report, although it is by implication, since it 
references Snook Haven. I don't know if there are currently any motorized fishing charters on the Myakka, but there 
are two tour boats: The boat operating on Upper Myakka Lake inside the State Park, and the boat operated by Logan 
Tours out of Snook Haven. Non-motorized tours may be another dimension. (It is not clear to me if the County 
intended to include or exclude kayak tours in this effort.)

 

The task force proposal divides the county's waters into three sections, but I'm not sure the proposed section 3 
makes a lot of sense. Sarasota has about 35 miles of bay waters, but it is close to fifty miles from Indian Mound Park 
to Snook Haven. Since the distance is so great and the conditions so different, I hope you will consider 

creating a fourth zone, with the Myakka being a zone by itself. 


Furthermore, the list of recommended required permits on Page 3 makes no mention of any Myakka Permits. At a 
minimum any tour or charter operation that was not operating in 1985 on the Myakka would need a permit pursuant 
to Rule 16D-15.


There are a number of other state and county requirements unique to the Myakka in Sarasota County. These 
requirements are based on adopted goals of the State and County to maintain the wild and scenic resource values. 
Lax enforcement and increased use of the river are literally and figuratively eroding these resources and the tragic 
death of a personal watercraft operator during Debby highlights the importance of getting things right.


My advice would be to initially set the new Zone 4 Myakka permit number at 2, pending analysis by the Office of the 
County Attorney in consultation with County staff, and DEP Parks personnel. This analysis should also incorporate a 
fresh look at parking at all the Snook Haven facilities in light of anticipated changes. The goal of the OCA report 
would be to clarify opportunities and constraints unique to the Myakka that were not anticipated in the task force's 
proposal.


Thanks for giving special consideration to the only state-designated Wild and Scenic River.
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MYAKKA RIVER STATE PARK 
CONCEPTUAL LAND USE PLAN 
Planning for the future of Myakka River State 
Park in the face of long range successional 
changes and new understandings of visitor use 
and impacts 

11-page document  



EMERGING THEMES


Better access & interpretation of dry prairie


Distribute Impacts better (reduce car use)


Reduce impacts in the River Corridor


Optimize boundary
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